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DEMOGRAPHICS

343,320 
Population (2025)

LABOUR FORCE

166,962
Females (49%)

Labour force 105,491

Total LFPR 49.8%

Informal Employment 58.5%

Labour Underutilisation1 24.6%

Males

53.7%

57.8%

23.7%

Females

45.7%

59.5%

25.6%

LF Participation Rate

Informal Employment

Labour Underutilisation

1 ILO Labour Underutilisation (Composite measure) shows mismatch between the supply and demand for labour, ecompassing unemployment, underemployment, and 
potential labour force members who are available but not fully engaged in productive work.
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2025 population distribution in Vanuatu
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Main job occupation classification by sex (ISCO2)

Service and sales workers

Elementary occupations

Craft and related trades 
workers

Professionals

Plant and machine operators, 
and assistants

Technicians and associate 
professionals

Managers

Clerical support workers

Armed forces occupation
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2 ICSO (International Standard Classification of Occupations) is an ILO framework for classifying jobs by skill level and specialisation.

Top 5 industries for employed population by sex

29% 
Males 

19% 
Females

Agriculture, 
Forestry and 

Fishing

19% 
Males 

25% 
Females

Wholesale 
and Retail

6% 
Males 

13% 
Females

Accomodation and 
Food Services

Hotel

14% 
Males 

1% 
Females

Construction

4% 
Males 

11% 
Females

Manufacturing

62% 
Working-age population 

(15+)



EARNINGS & HOURS ACTUALLY WORKED

OWN-USE / SUBSISTENCE PRODUCTION

3 The ICSE-18A classifies workers based on type of authority. It captures diverse employment relationships, including gig and platform work.
4 ICSE-18R classifies workers based on their employment relationships, specifically focusing on economic risk.

Over half of wage workers earn VT 20,000–60,000 monthly

60.3% of persons of working-age 
engage in some form of own-use 

production/subsistence work

Total own-use/subsistence producers

By sex

By geographic location

Males
Females

Employment Status by type of Authority (ICSE-18A3)

Employment rate increased from 46.3% to 47.5% in 6 years

Employers

4,559
2,544

Own-account 
workers

15,254
13,620

Dependent 
contractors

8,3907,644

Employees

18,230

26,976

Contributing
family workers

2,149 1,396

Males
Females

Employment Status by type of Economic Risk 
 (ICSE-18R4)

Independent 
workers in 

household market 
enterprises

14,918
15,955

Dependent 
contractors

8,3907,644

Contributing 
family workers

1,3962,149

Owner-operators 
of corporations

1,8443,260

Employees

18,230

26,976

38.5% of workers put in 1–14 hours per week

Urban Rural

Total own-use/subsistence producers by type
 and geographic location

Own-use producers 
of foodstuff

Farming for own-use

Fetching water for 
own-use

Manufacture of other 
goods for own-use

Own-dwelling 
construction

Hunting or gathering 
for own-use

Fishing for own-use

Processing food for 
storage
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61.7%
Females

59.0%
Males

70.6%
Rural

18.2%
Urban

No hours  
actually worked
1–14 hours
15–29 hours
30–34 hours
35–39 hours
40–48 hours
49+ hours
Don’t know/
missing

38.5%

13.3%

31.8%

3.4%

3.3%
3.0%

6.3%
0.5%

Distribution of workers by weekly hours worked

Males Females

Monthly earnings for wage workers by sex (VT)
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VT10,000–19,999
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INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION

7,981
Males (78.90%)

21.30%
from Shefa Rural

6 Total ever abroad refers to any working-age household member who has previously resided or worked outside the country and has since returned to live in the household.

Former household members abroad

Returning international migrants

Top destination countries

51% 

Australia

22% 

New Zealand

20% 

Other Pacific

Household members abroad by mobility programme

PALM Long-AU

RSE-NZ

PALM Short-AU

Other overseas

2,875

2,439

1,930

612
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Top 5 occupations of household members abroad 
(ISCO)

Crop farm  
labourers

Hand packers

Field crop and 
vegetable

Garden and 
horticulture

Livestock farm 
labour

2,335

1,071

297

257

– 200

0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2,500

5 Total abroad refers to former household members who have left the country for more than 6 months within the past 5 years, and still residing abroad.

Other  
(incl. Lifestyle)

Family (Marriage; 
family education)

Own education
Labour/work

78.6%

8.0%

8.8%
4.6%

Main reasons for departure

78.6% left for work-related reasons

Number of return migrants who have invested 
in Vanuatu by type of asset and province

Shefa urban

Sanma urban

Tafea rural

Shefa rural

Malampa rural

Penama rural

Sanma rural

Torba rural
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Productive assets  
(land, housing, business)

Personal assets only
No investment

10,115 
Total Abroad5

11.90% 
HH emigration rate

77.6%
Invested in Vanuatu

61.0%
Invested in productive assets

of which

Support education costs 
of family members
Support other living costs
Invest back in other  
properties/assets in country
Can’t find a job domestically
Other reasons

31%

62%

3% 3%1%

Intention and reasons to continue with seasonal work programmes

26,876 
Total ever abroad6

62.4%
Left for seasonal work

78.9%
Plan to return for seasonal work

Nearly two-thirds of all migration is  
driven by seasonal work programmes 
such as PALM and RSE schemes

PALM Long-AU

RSE-NZ

PALM Short-AU

Other overseas
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77%

80%

78%

16%

20%

16%

21%

4%

4%

2%

3%
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12.7% 
Working-age  

population (15+)

of which
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